Common Core Unit/Lesson Plan for Middle/High School
Subject(s):  Art



     

Grade:  7/8                      Plaster Sculpture Project
Teacher(s): Ryan Cormier



	LESSON ELEMENT
Objectives

-Students will learn basic sculpture techniques: brainstorming and sketching, building and armature, wrapping and sculpting with plaster, and applying paint to a three dimensional surface.

-Students will create a character and make color sketches of this character. This character could be an animal, a person, a monster, a superhero, etc.  

-Students will create a story about their character: its name, where it is from, what it does, etc.

-Students will create a plaster sculpture of their character using an aluminum foil armature wrapped with layers of plaster wrap.

-Students will decorate their sculpture with paint.

-Students will review the Elements and Principles of Design relevant to this lesson: form, shape, line, color, texture, movement. 

-Students will complete the review worksheet pertaining to this project and the comparison writing pertaining to this project.

	Overview
This lesson involves the students making a plaster sculpture of a living thing.  
Plaster sculpture making (using plaster wrap) teaches students to use their hands in different ways to manipulate the plaster. It builds motor and problem solving skills and teaches students how to follow a long process (making the armature out of aluminum foil and hot glue and cardboard and tape, wrapping the armature in plaster wrap, drying, and then painting) in order to make a finished product.
	

	1. Common Core Learning Standard(s) Taught and Assessed 

        Standards for English Language Arts

Common Core Standards ELA and Literacy Grade 8
Reading Standards for Informational Text:

1-Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

4-Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

The above will be addressed by the students reading and answering questions about Art at the end of each lesson.

Writing Standards:

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

    a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and   

evidence logically. 

    b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

    c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

    d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

    e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

    a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include    formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

The above will be addressed by the students writing comparisons of two works of Art using the appropriate art terms and vocabulary and by the students writing self-assessments of their own artwork.

11.    11- Create a presentation, art work, or text in response to a literary work with a commentary that identifies connections and explains   

         divergences from the original.

a.      a. Make well-supported personal, cultural, textual, and thematic connections across genres.

b.      b. Create poetry, stories, plays, and other literary forms (e.g. videos, art work).
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The above will be addressed by the students creating their own individual artworks for each individual project. The projects will incorporate a variety of different artistic media and techniques. Each project will involve a discussion of the elements and principles of art pertaining to that project.

Speaking and Listening Standards:

12-Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

a. Use their experience and their knowledge of language and logic, as well as culture, to think analytically, address problems creatively, and advocate persuasively. 

The above will be addressed by the students gaining relevant information from a variety of sources (power points, readings, examples, demonstrations) as well as in the creation of their own artworks.

	Common Core Learning Standard(s) Taught and Assessed

Standards for Literacy History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects

Common Core Standards ELA and Literacy 

Science and Technical subjects Grade 8
Reading Standards for Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects:

1-Follow precisely a multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking measurements, or performing technical tasks. 

4-Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or  technical context relevant to grades 6–8 texts and topics. 

7-Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text with a version of that information expressed visually (e.g., in a 

flowchart, diagram, model, graph or table). 

9-Compare and contrast the information gained from experiments, simulations, video, or multimedia sources with that gained from reading a text on the same topic. 

There are often specific procedures, rules, and steps in artistic endeavors. Information is often presented visually, orally, and in writing and the students will be writing comparisons of Artworks.

Writing Standards for Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects:

4.     4-Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 10-Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

a range of discipline- specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

The above will be addressed by the students writing comparisons of two works of Art using the appropriate art terms and vocabulary and by the students writing self-assessments of their own artwork.

State or National Standards as applicable

 NYS Learning Standards for the Arts

1-Creating, performing, and participating in the arts-Creating the artwork
2-Knowing and using arts materials and resources.-Proper plaster sculpture techniques

3-Responding to and analyzing works of art.-Power Point with images of art, Examples of finished product, comparison writing
Note: for a more detailed breakdown of how this lesson addresses the NYS Visual Arts Standards please refer to the final page of this lesson packet

	Common Core Learning Standards Taught and Assessed 

Content Standards for Mathematics:

Expressions and Equations  

• Understand the connections between proportional relationships, lines, and linear equations. 

Certain projects, such as drawing from observation, drawing geometric forms, “the ruler” lesson (learning to measure), and perspective drawing involve mathematics, including recognizing proportional relationships. 

National Core Art Standards
CR 1.1    Document early stages of the creative process visually and/or verbally in traditional or new media.

CR 2.1   Demonstrate willingness to experiment, innovate, and take risks to pursue ideas, forms, and meanings that emerge in the process of art-making or designing.
CR2.3   Select, organize, and design images and words to make visually clear and compelling presentations.

CR3.1   Apply relevant criteria to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for a work of art or design in progress.

RE7.2   Compare and contrast contexts and media in which viewers encounter images that influence ideas, emotions, and actions.
RE8.1   Interpret art by analyzing how the interaction of subject matter, characteristics of form and structure, use of media, art-making approaches, and relevant contextual information contributes to understanding messages or ideas and mood conveyed.
CN10.1   Make art collaboratively to reflect on and reinforce positive aspects of group identity. 



	2. Formative Assessment:  How will you be giving feedback to students in relation to standards? What opportunities will students have to reflect on their learning and set goals?

Formative Assessment

1-Observing the students working: In Art class the instructor must walk around and closely observe the students as they are working. This way mistakes can be addressed as they are made. If the instructor observes a student making a mistake they can help the student correct the mistake right there and then therefore by the time the student is finished their artwork is free of mistakes. In art as well as many other disciplines one learns much from their mistakes.

2-Offering comments when grading: The instructor should not only use the rubric and issue a number grade but they should also write comments down for the student regarding the strengths and weaknesses of their artwork. In this way the student can better understand why they received the grade that they did and also what they could have done differently. This also offers positive reinforcement for those students who did well.

3-Review key concepts: Upon completion of the lesson time should be taken to ensure that the students retained what was taught. This could be done in the form of discussion and questions. The instructor should pose leading questions to the group of students about certain key concepts and then call on students to offer answers. This could also be done as written questions or as a game where teams of students try to answer questions posed by the teacher in order to receive prizes for correct answers. 

4- One lesson often builds on another: In Art as well as in many other hands-on disciplines the concepts and skills learned in one lesson often carry over to later lessons. For instance, once a student learns the proper way to hold a brush and mix paint these skills are used in every painting lesson. Therefore in certain instances the students’ learning of certain skills and concepts can be judged over a series of lessons rather than just one.

5-In Grades 7/8 the students do a self-assessment of their own artwork at the end of each lesson. This is done in the form of questions posed by the instructor which the students then have to answer on a sheet of paper to be handed in.



	3. Data Driven Instruction and Differentiation:  
Based on formative assessment, what instructional variation will you incorporate into your lesson? How will students be grouped for skill development?
The Formative assessments described above are already being done in Art class for almost every lesson.  The students are not grouped according to skill in Art class. Each student’s individual skill level is noted, but grading is based more on the student’s participation and exploration of the media and techniques used in Art class rather than the student’s individual skill level. If a student is skilled in Art they will be encouraged to make artwork of a quality that reflects their skill level, whereas less skilled students are encouraged to try their best and explore the use of the media or technique being presented. If the student tries hard and their artwork is still of a poor quality they will be graded based on participation.



4. Process:
	Introduction: Review, modeling, demonstration
Step One: Design a Character - three days

-Introduce the project. Discuss its purpose and the process. Show an example of the finished project

-Pass out paper and pencils. Discuss brainstorming and sketching. Inform the students that they must come up with some sort of character of their own design, make a colored sketch of it, and create a story about their character using the character question handout. Then discuss anatomy and demonstrate how to draw animals and people using simple shapes and lines put together. 

Step Two: Make an armature - two days

-An armature is the “skeleton” of a sculpture. Each student must make an armature for their character (just the body and limb shapes, no details) using aluminum foil. This will then be used to wrap the plaster around, creating the sculpture.

-Demonstrate how to make the armature using the sketch as a guide. Pass out foil and let the students make their armatures.

Step Three: Wrap the armature with plaster - two days

-Once the armatures are finished the next step is to wrap them with the plaster wrap. Demonstrate how to dip, wrap, and mold layers of plaster wrap around the armature to create the sculpture. 

-Pass out supplies and let the students make their sculpture.

Step Four: Painting – five days

-The last step is for the students to paint their sculpture. Review proper painting procedures and techniques and allow the students to decorate their sculpture with paint. 
At the close of the project each student will complete the review worksheet and the comparison writing.



4. Process - continued:
	Guided Practice using research based strategies with feedback in relation to the standards (formative statement):
Working Alone:

Individual creativity and originality are always valued and encouraged in Art class. The students are encouraged to make their own decisions regarding the completion of their artworks where possible, while still adhering to the objectives of the lesson.

Working with Peers:

In Art class the students sit at tables with a few of their classmates. This allows the students to interact and help and influence each other while working on their projects. As they are doing this the instructor walks around the classroom checking for understanding and helping students as needed.



	Independent Practice: 
In Art class students with more skill are encouraged to figure things out on their own and make decisions for themselves regarding the composition of their artwork, while less skilled students are offered more help from the instructor.


	Closure: 
Each project will close with the instructor reviewing key concepts. Then the students will complete the review worksheet with reading and questions to answer, reinforcing learning. Then the students will do a small writing piece (one paragraph) comparing and contrasting two works of Art relevant to the current project.



	5. Resources/Materials/Technology: (What texts, digital resources, & materials will be used in this lesson to support learning of identified standards?)

Resources

Example of finished project

Handout with questions to answer about the characters

Materials

Plaster wrap, aluminum foil, tempera paint, brushes, containers for water and paint, pencils, sketch paper, colored pencils




6. CLOSE READING OF COMPLEX TEXT  
[image: image1.png]


Genre: Informational Text        OR        Literature

Title:  Review Handout  Author(s):  Ryan Cormier          Meets Criteria for Complex Text:   __X__

Text Merits: To guide development of close-reading and text-based questions, what is rich and significant about the text? 
                       Please check all that apply.

__x__Content    
   _____Structure  
     __x__Language/Vocabulary 
   
   __x__Historical Significance  
   
  __x__Cultural Significance

	Shift Three - Close Reading and Multiple Readings of the Text

Note sections students will re-read to highlight 

rich and significant aspects of the text.
	Shift Four – Text-Based Questions

Note text-based questions for each section with a focus on higher-order, inferential questions.

	The information that is contained in the passage the students will read is much of the same information that is covered in the Power Point Presentation and/ or the demonstration. The students will have the information read aloud to them while viewing the presentation/demo and then the students will read it on their own and then answer questions when completing the Review Worksheet.

	All of the questions that the students will answer are text based although some concepts or ideas will also be reinforced when creating their artwork.



6.  CLOSE READING OF COMPLEX TEXT - continued

	Shift Five - Writing from Sources (emphasize use of evidence to inform or make an argument that responds to the ideas, arguments and facts from the text)
The student will write a paragraph or two comparing and contrasting two works of art relevant to this lesson. They will compare the artworks using the elements and principles of art relevant to this lesson.



	Shift Six - Academic Vocabulary

“Strategic focus on comprehending pivotal and power words (Shift Six)”, tier two words

	Words to:
TARGET - Teach Web of Words
Vocabulary

Plaster, sculpture, three-dimensional, sketching, armature, form

	Words to:

INFER - From Context
	Words to:

IGNORE - Tell students meaning


7.  LEVELED TEXT: GUIDED READING/SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION: What role will texts at students’ independent or instructional reading levels have in the unit?

	Leveled Text and Author
	Shift Four:

Text-based Questions to Pose
	Shift Five:

Writing Prompt(s)
	Shift Six:

Academic Vocabulary
   TARGET           INFER            IGNORE

	Some students may have the original text modified if they have an IEP and difficulty with reading comprehension.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Assessment 

Rubric 

90-100

-The student actively participated in the lesson and respected the rules of the art room and its supplies and occupants.

-The student paid attention during the demonstrations.

-The student made a quality, color sketch of their character.

-The student answered the questions about their character.

-The student made an effective armature.

-The student followed the correct procedure for using the plaster and their sculpture shows care and an attention to detail. 

-The student painted their sculpture and their paint application shows care and an attention to detail.

-The student completed the project to the best of their ability.

80-89

-The student actively participated in the lesson and respected the rules of the art room and its supplies and occupants most of the time.

-The student paid attention during the demonstrations.

-The student made a sketch of their character.

-The student answered the questions about their character.

-The student made an armature.

-The student followed the correct procedure for using the plaster and their sculpture is completed.

-The student painted their sculpture.

-The student completed the project.

65-79

-The student completed the lesson but respected the rules of the art room and its supplies and occupants only some of the time.

-The student paid little attention during the demonstrations.

-The student made a sketch of their character but it is of poor quality.

-The student made an armature.

-The student followed the correct procedure for using the plaster and their sculpture is completed.

-The student painted their sculpture.

-The student completed the project but at a level that is far below their individual ability.

Below 65

-Incomplete: the student did not complete the project.
NYS Visual Arts Standards:

Standard 1: Creating, Performing and Participating in the Arts 

• produce a collection of art works, in a variety of mediums, based on a range of individual and collective experiences (a)

• know and use a variety of sources for developing and conveying ideas, images, themes, symbols, and events in their creation of art (b)

• use the elements and principles of art to communicate specific meanings to others in their art work (c)

• during the creative process, reflect on the effectiveness of selected mediums or techniques to convey intended meanings (d)

• identify and use, in individual and group experiences some of the roles and means for designing, producing and exhibiting art works and discuss ways to improve them (e).

The above will be addressed by the students creating their own individual artworks for this project: Plaster Sculpture. Each project will involve a discussion of the elements and principles of art pertaining to that project.

Standard 2: Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources

• develop skills with a variety of art materials and competence in at least one medium (a)

• take advantage of community opportunities and cultural institutions to learn from professional artists, look at original art, and increase their understanding of art (c)

• understand the variety of careers related to the visual arts and the skills necessary to pursue some of them (d).

The above will be addressed by the students creating their own individual artwork using the given medium or media for this project (plaster) and in the process gaining experience using the medium or media. 

Standard 3: Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art

• discuss and write their analyses and interpretations of their own works of art and the art of others, using appropriate critical language (a)

• identify, analyze, and interpret the visual and sensory characteristics that they discover in natural and human-made forms (b)

• compare the ways ideas and concepts are communicated through visual art with the various ways that those ideas and concepts are manifested in other art forms (c).

• compare the ways ideas, themes, and concepts are communicated through the visual arts in other disciplines, and the various ways that those ideas, themes, and concepts are manifested within the discipline (d).

The above will be addressed by the students writing comparisons of two works of Art using the appropriate art terms and vocabulary, by the students reading and answering questions about Sculpture at the end of the lesson, and by the students writing self-assessments of their own artwork at the end of the lesson.
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